B. NATURE.
The objects of pure logic as the general theory of order may be called immediate objects ; they are, in fact, the immediate contents of consciousness.
Now there are some immediate objects which mean or signify mediate objects or, as we generally say, objects of nature. The objects of nature " are " as if they had an independent being for themselves. " This dog," for instance, is a mediate object or an object of nature; that is to say, whenever I think " this dog " in any form whatever, I mean by my thought, as an immediate object, a certain mediate or natural object in its quasi-independent singleness. In a similar way all so-called objects of nature are " meant,"
But when does an immediate object (a thought or a sense-image, etc.) mean or signify an object of nature, and when does it not ? For practical purposes I almost always know when I have to refer an immediate object, a ct givenness " so to say, to this strange quasi-independent realm which I call nature, but logic demands a better criterion and is not satisfied by the mere statement that " dreams," " real sensations," and " memory-images" are distinguished one from another quasi-instinctively.
In order to discover the criterion which we are seeking we must first consider a very strange feature of conscious life.